20                               WINTERS  IN ALGERIA.

once a year at least, about the ist of May, and smear every
surface alike, brick, plaster, tile, or wood. Ample proof of this
much-to-be-regretted custom is found in most of the charm-
ing Arab villas which have been bought and restored by for-
eign residents. There may be no two houses alike, but there

THE  NUTSHELL; OR, BAIA5S  HOUSE.

is so much resemblance in the general character of the build-
ings huddled together in the old town that a description of
Bai'a's will suffice to show the accommodations for families of
the middle and poorer classes. And by these classes is really
meant all Algiers within the fortified walls; for the best an-
cient houses of the wealthy Algerines, beginning with the Dey,
have been converted into public museums, libraries, palaces
the governor and archbishop, dwellings for officers, and
racks for the soldiers. In fact, all the residences worth having,